CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

To a variety of lay and profegsional higstorians the
American Civil War wa=2 fought in Virginia with only minor
battles, of little consequence, fought in the west. This
obviously ig not correct. In fact, much is to be learned
from the battles of the Western Armies. For today’'s student
of military theory and practice the Union's Campaign for
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and its resultiﬁg Battle of
Chickamauga, is a valuable study of marked contrasts. On
the one hand, brilliant strategic planning and cperational
maneuver, in concert with gkillful deception, allowed the
Union's Army of the Cumberland to advance viritually
unchallenged into the vital Southern city of Chattanooga on
9 September 1863. Following this succegzsful drive into the
gateway of Georgia and the Confederacy, however, was the
Union defeat on the tactical battlefield just twelve miles
to the gouthwegt.

In suppeort of each army was an evolving medical
suppert 3yztem grounded on the experiences and lezsons of
previous camﬁaigns and battleg., Both armies had medical
leaders familiar with the medical organization, its recent
accomplishments, and itg capabilities. How these leaders

applied the medical support doctrine of the era, within the



gcope of their dutiez., affected the lives of thousands of
gsoldiers wounded on the Chickamauga battlefield.

The objective of this gtudy i3 to examine the
medical structures of both combatants, degcribe medical
actiong during the Chickamauga Campaign, from August to
October 1863, and evaluate the effectiveness of each. As a
result of thig analysis appropriate implications will be
carried forward to the health service support system of the
United States Army in 1990.

Primary Research Question

What can the present-day Army Medical Department
leader learn from the medical support provided at the Battle
of Chickamauga?

Sécondary Questions

How was2 the medical support organized for each army?

How did the medical leadership of each army plan for
the Chickamauga Campaign?

How was medical support provided to each army during
the Battle of Chickamauga?

What were the actiong of the medical personnel as
each army consolidated in and arocund Chattanooga following
the Battle of Chickamauga?

Agsumption

Medical support lessons which were 1e#rned 126 years

ago remain valid for study today. This aszumption is more

involved than merely addresgsing the professicnal development



of thisg work's readers. Specifically, it is wvalid for US
Army health service support planners and concept developers,
when planning and developing health service zgupport for the
US Army in 1990 and beyond, to.consider lesgsons2 learned as a
result of medical support provided in the Western Theater
during the Civil War. In essence, the past provides a model
for the future.
Definitions

This study differentiates between medical support of
the Civil War and health service support of the 1990’s,
Medical support during the Civil War will be described in
~ Chapter Two as the service rendered by physicians, nurses,
ambulance drivers, litter bearers, and ancillary personnel
to the gick and wounded soidier. Functiona of medical
gupport included planning for the medical needs of an army
in campaign, providing the personnel and supplies needed for
that support effort, and executing the medical support plan.
Executing the medical plan, as a sub~-function of medical
gupport, entailed establishing medical facilities, finding
and treating medical casualties, and evacuating those
patients, in turn, to each appropriate facility.

Health Service Support, ag differentiated from
medical support, and described in Chapter Two, encompasses a
broader range of capabilities. The categories of health
gervice gsupport include evacuation, hospitalization, bloeod

management, health gervice logistics, medical laboratory



Servicaes, veterinary services, preventive medicine services,
dental services, and the associated command, control, and
gynchronization of each with the other and with the needs of
the supported organization. *
Background

Since January 18863 the US War Department had been
demanding a move on the southern city of Chattanocoega. On 23
June, 1863, the Union Army of the Cumberland, under the
command of Major General William S. Rosecrans, departed the
area around Murfireesboro, Tennessee and began that much

awaited campaign.

WINCHESTER &

| B MURFREESBORO .
,,p XAT 1
| haacs l

MEMINNVILLE |
| n . i
I :
[ ;
' !
[ t

<,
- &
| ¢ f
s vILLE
| ‘?,‘- HELSY QQL i
i €o }
! . [
] MANCHESTER ;
! i
! |
| K TULLAHOM A 1
i |
' !
t )
VER

! ﬁL‘L el ;
| l

Map 1. The Tullahoma Campaign, 23 June - 4 July, 1863,
Movement=2 and Area of Operations.



In less than two weeks, the Confederate Army of
Tenneszsee, commanded by Major General Braxton Bragg, was
forced out of the fertified city of Tullahoma and south of
the Tennesgee River. 2 The Tullahoma Campaign iz =still
congidered by many studaents and practitioners of military
art as one of-éﬁé-benchmarks of gtrategic movement occﬁrring
throughout the course of military history. From the first
waaek of July to the 15th ¢f August, Rosecrans kept the Army
in the vicinity of Tullahoma in order to replenish his
supplies, await the ripening of the forage that grew between
Tullahoma and Chattanooga, and, of greatest concern, repair
the vital rail link between the gupply bas; of Nashville and
the crozsing sitez along the Tennessee River. He
accomplished each of these tasks despite greatf pressure from
Washington for the immediate continuation of operations. 3

While buay with the refitting of his Army, Rosecrans
developed plans to move on and capture Chattancoga. The
city waz important as both the gateway to Georgia and a
focal point of movement within the Confederacy. In fact,
thig rail hub was the key link to internal lines of
communication between Richmond, Virginia to the east, the
Gulf Coast to the south, and the Migsgissippi River to the
wegt. (General Bragg and his Army of Tennessee had been
forced to move into and fortify Chattancoga by the movementis
of the Army of the Cumberland during the Tullahoma Campaign.

A3 the move on Chattancoga began the city was protected by



defengive lines and cavalry gcreensdg egtablished along the
Tennessee River to the northeast and scuthwest. *

This thesgsis examines the medical support provided to
the soldierz of both armiegs az they entered the next sgseries
of operationsg: the campaign for the occupation and control

of Chattanooga and its wvital rail network.

16 Aug 63..Army of the Cumberland begins its movements
on Chattanooga. -

29 Aug 63..Army of the Cumberland begins c¢rosgssings of
the Tennessee River.

8 Sep 63..Army of Tennessee beging its evacuation of
Chattancoga.

9 Sep 63..XXI Corps, Army of the Cumberland occupies
Chattanocoga.

19 Sep 63..Battle of Chickamauga, first day.
20 Sep 63..Battle of Chickamauga, second day.

21 Sep 63..Army of the Cumberland begins to occupy
Chattanooga entrenchments.
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ig. 1. Sequence of Events, Chickamauga Campaign.
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