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Revolutionary War

Citizen Soldiers

Returned home for support,
including when sick or
wounded

Military Policy: Dental care is the soldier’s responsibility.

This policy continued through War of 1812, operations
on the Western Frontier and the Civil War.






Enlistment Dental Standards

Historically soldiers were required enough teeth to
bite off the end of the cartridge so that the gun
powder and bullet (ball) could be loaded into a
muzzle loader rifle. This first dental standard
lasted until WWII




Dental service recognition

Spanish-American War

Deployment to Philippines and Cuba placed American
soldiers on foreign soil, completely remote from sources
of dental Care. The situation forced the Medical
Department to recognize the need for dental specialty.
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A number of hospital stewards were “specialized” into
providing dental services. Many of these were actually
Trained dentists. These men demonstrated the military
value of deployed dental support.



Civil War

Dr. S.S. White led an ADA
delegation to speak with
President Lincoln about need
for dental support to the

military.
Dental Cosmos, Sep 1864
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Result. The Union Army had
no program for dental care. ¢
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Confederate Army: Conscriptéd dentists at same rank
and pay as physicians.



Dental service recognition

First recognized Army dental program

William Saunders April 0 1872,.a hospital steward |
7. was given written orders to provide

dental services as part of his regular
Duties.

Bldg contained dental clinic
West Point, US Military4 '



Father of
U.S. Army
Dental Corps







World War I: Mobilizing the Force
6 April 1917 — War declared on Germany

Dental Officers on Active Duty
- April 1917 - 86 Officers

* November - 4,620 Officers

Sep 1917 — 891 Enlisted dentists
in Medical Enlisted Reserve
Component were activated as
privates.
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Oral exams at Walter Reed
Army Hospital circa 1918.



P e PPl

World War 1

ers of convenience




World War I: pental Training

Rapid mobilization and deployment required dental
training in France
Lessons Captain Oliver brought from Philippines and

Mexican Border War experience

Army Sanitary School Dental Section, Nov 1917
Langres, France

March 1918 Dental Officer Basic Course and Enlisted Dental
Assistant Course, Fort Oglethorpe Georgia



Between World Wars :

Significant improvements
* 1921 Medical Field Services School (Carlisle Brks)

* 1922 Army Dental School
i
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Army Dental School [ — L
Walter Reed Army Hospital | i |

March1923 - X

* 1927 Central Dental Laboratories
Walter Reed
Letterman
Fort Sam Houston



Significant improvements

Leadership Rank (
BG Leigh C. Fairbank ®
First Dental Corps officer to hold a {:.
general officer rank. ‘ /

Corps Chief 1938 to 1942

MG Robert H. Mills o

First Dental Corps officer to hold ¥y:
rank of Major General

Corps Chief 1942 t01946
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U.S. enters Worl a

[ in 1941 with:
2,905 dental officers (RA and RC)
15,292 dental officers at peak (1944)
No dental command and control
Most dental personnel assigned to
tactical units (Unit Support Concept)



LFNTAL CLINIC




World War Il

Medal of Honor Recipient
Benjamin Lewis Salomon
Captain US Army Dental Corps

« June 22 1944, Captain Salomon
volunteered to take duty as Battalion
Surgeon on Pacific island of
Saipan. KIA 7 July 1944.

 Directed safe evacuation of ambulatory wounded and
stayed behind to cover their retreat against a banzai attack
which he had no hope of personal survival.

 (Captain Salomon received the Congressional Medal of
Honor posthumously, 58 year later in 2002



Korean War (1950 1953)

» Early-on concept
of dental support
same as WW 11,

Unit Support

- Later, concept of Area Dental Support evolved
but not completely implemented

* Very little improvement in field equipment
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MG Joseph L. Bernier .=

Advanced Graduate dental \n9:
L N £5

“‘h;‘
education and military S =g

dental research uo o
For example 1961.

Two-year Army General Dentistry Residency
Program was established at Fort Hood, Texas.
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*Known for changing Army
dentistry paradigm from
reparative to preventive
dentistry

‘Leading the “preventive
dentistry movement” in
civilian practice.
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Vietnam War: DCEP

Dental Combat Effectiveness Program
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First to use Intermediate
Restorative Material (IRM)
to avoid extraction

Semi-annuasl brush-in with
9% Stannous Fluoride
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1 November 1993 (provisional)
2 October 1994 (permanent)

A major event in the history of
Army Dentistry is the establishment of

U. S Army Dental Command.

DENCOM was
established with
persistent advocacy of
its first Commander,
Colonel Patrick Sculley.

A level of management autonomy that maximizes
efficiency and effectiveness to serve soldier and their
Commanders.
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