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FOREWORD

IT IS AN HONOR TO PEN THE FOREWORD to this tribute to the 50-year history of the
Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical Sciences (AFRIMS). The AFRIMS Thai-US military medical
partnership began in 1959 when US Army and Navy investigators along with scientists from the National
Institutes of Health responded to a cholera epidemic in Thailand. The US military medical presence was
codified in 1961 under the auspices of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization. In 1977 the Thai-US

bilateral agreement was renewed as “AFRIMS.”

In the early years, medical research in Thailand focused on tropical infectious diseases such as cholera,
dengue, Japanese encephalitis, and malaria. More recently, AFRIMS provided the clinical trials network

for conducting the only successful vaccine trial for human immunodeficiency virus infection to date.

Thailand has changed significantly in the 50-year history of AFRIMS. Our Thai partners have made
dramatic strides in studying infectious diseases and public health threats and improving the health of their
population. At the 2012 Asia-Pacific Military Medicine Conference, a session chair posed a question to
the audience, “Why has AFRIMS been so successful?” The answer is really quite simple: AFRIMS has
been so productive because the Thais are such great partners. Thailand is willing to confront the global
health issues challenging its people and welcome international academic and military partnerships. It is
the US Army’s Medical Research and Materiel Command honor to share AFRIMS with the Royal Thai
Army. Fifty years of excellence in working together—that’s just the beginning. It is my hope that this book
will honor the contributions of both Thai and US personnel during AFRIMS?s first half century while

providing inspiration for a continuing productive relationship.

JAMES K. GILMAN, Major General
Commanding General, USAMRMC






PREFACE

THE ARMED FORCES Research Institute of Medical Sciences (AFRIMS) has now been one of the

leading medical research institutes in Asia for over 50 years.

The name AFRIMS and its buildings are nonliving, but they are the outward signs of a center where liv-
ing people dedicate their lives to the combat of infectious diseases that threaten this region of the world.
Those who benefit are not just people from the United States and Thailand, but also populations from
other countries in the region such as Laos, Cambodia, Nepal, and Vietnam. Situated in the center of
Bangkok, the AFRIMS buildings are witness to the researchers of these two military medical communi-
ties working shoulder by shoulder as brother and sister. The Institute is a model for the world of military

personnel who make contributions not just for the military but for the people also.

The combined forces of Western and Eastern societies bring peace, life, and happiness for the people, not
just of Southeast Asia, but also for the people in other parts of the world. From cholera, which has disap-
peared from Thailand, to malaria and HIV, which will be wiped out in the future, AFRIMS personnel will
continue to meet the challenges that arise.

AFRIMS is a research center that exemplifies unity, contribution, and brotherhood among people without

borders. It is a center that is characterized by more than just hard and soft power; it also exemplifies

smart power.

KRISADA DUANGURAI, Lieutenant General
Director General, Phramongkutklao Medical Center
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